
Perspective and You

Cause it makes your head go 
BOOM!!



1. Linear Perspective: A technique for suggesting depth in a picture by 
making parallel lines meet at a vanishing point. Also makes objects 
look 3-D.
2. Horizon Line: This is a line that divides your paper into two sections: 
the earth and the sky. This is the first line we locate when making a 
perspective drawing. There can only be one horizon line in order for the 
most realistic results. 
3. Vanishing Point: A dot on the HORIZON Line where parallel lines 
appear to meet.
4. Parallel/ Orthogonal Lines: Lines that are always the same distance 
from each other and appear to meet at the vanishing point. These lines 
recede back to the vanishing point.
5. Vertical/Perpendicular Lines: Parallel lines that go up and down 
(vertical) These lines have no vanishing point.
6. One-Point Perspective: Objects having only one vanishing point.
7. Two-Point Perspective: Objects have two vanishing points.
8. Ellipse: A circle drawn in perspective.
9. Picture Plane: The picture plane is the actual surface of a drawing or 
painting (example: your paper.)
10. Plane: Any flat surface such as a wall, the floor, table top, side of a 
cube, etc.



The horizon line is the imaginary line that divides 
the land from the sky.

first thing you need to know about 
is the horizon line.  what it is and 
where it is.  



In some pictures it's easy to find, but not always.
Next thing you need to know about is the vanishing 

point.  It's the imaginary point that all things flow 
back to at the horizon line.



In a simple drawing like this it's easy to find the VP.

_______________________________________________



Here are examples of the same shape drawn from different angles in 
one point perspective.  The 1st image shows the shape drawn on top 
of the horizon line.  You can't see the top or bottom of the shape.  Only 
the sides.  The 2nd image shows it drawn above the horizon line and 
you can see the bottom of the shape.  The 3rd image shows it drawn 
below the horizon line, where you can now see the top of the shape.



simple examples



example

















2 pt perspective uses two vanishing points instead of 
one.  This gives an even more realistic appearance.
In 2 pt, both sides of the object go back to the 
horizon line.



____________________________________________________

Here you can see a simple example of 2 pt.  You can see 
that
two sides of each building go back to a vanishing point on 
the
horizon line.


















